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CUM: TEE TRIliI23M)»F(lCBHTO~ EE ZAZA jBTAmTie 


Along the roads of this triangular ajrea are many vulnerable 
points, es^cially small bridges and cutSo This rex>ort, however. 

Is l im ited to the particularly vulnerable points along the two male 
lines of coBBBunlcatioa that cross the area — the railroad, a branch 
of the fonaer i^rrocarrlles Consolldados de Cuba that runs from Fcmento 


to Trinidad and Casllda, and the hlg^iway, pazrt of the Cireulto Sia* 
(Southern Circuit) irunnlng from Trinidad to the Pojaento-Tunas de 
leg of the trlengle. 


The five Inportant highway bridges (numbered along the magenta 
line on the accon^iaQying overley) in tbs area are built of reinforced 
concrete and ere constructed to sustain loads of \xp to ^ tons^ The 
highway is 5 meters wide, and probably it Is safe to assume that the 
bridges are at least that width. The contractor who built the Agaiimin it 
Bridge — said to be the longest bridge in Cuba — is of the opinion 
that if the Puente Azul and the bridges over the Banao and the Tuinicu 
(slightly outside the triangle) were to be destroyed, vehictilar 
communication lietween Trinidad and the Central M^ay would be brought 
to a halt for several weeks. She five vulnerable bridges are: 

1, The Puente Aaul (Blue Bridge) located 13 kilcmieters from 
Trinidad and Jtist south of the town of Iznaga. It is 1|0 ineters long. 

2, The Agabaaia Bridge over the Rfo Manati, which is 64o meters 
long and ^ meters high. It is shown on the Condado sheet (4281 IV ) 
of the 1;50,0C0 series as five short bridges seperatad by cuts, but 
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other more rec&at aad nore reliable sources show it as one coirbianous 
bridge. 

3® The bridge over the r£o Caracosey^ 1 kilometer west of the 
town of Caracusey. Jfo dlnensions are available. 

4. The Banao bridge Just east of the town of tie Hfvy name. 

It is 20 meters long, 

5® The biridge over the Rio M a n acas^ 11 kUometers southwest 
of Sanctl Spiritus. It is 60 meters long. 


There aa-e 22 railroad bridges (numbered along the black 1 
on the accon5>an:5dng overlay) between Trinidad and Fomento, ifost of 
them are small and are of limited consequence in terms of sabotage. 
Three, however, are either long enough or high enough or both to be 
difficult to replace or repair in a short time. They are: 

1. Bridge So, 10, which crosses tte Rio de Ay, It consists 
of five spans siipported by four sets of piers. The southernmost span, 
the one acti»13y above the river, is the highest and conseqpently is 
the most criticsd span. Reportedly, the bridge is in poor condition, 

2. Bricg^e Bo. l4 which crosses a small right-bank tributary 
of the Rio Agabsana (see grid reference PQ 2k^kf 1:50,000 Sheet 
4281 IV)o It is estimated to be 100 meters long and about 40 meters 
high. This steel bridge rests on four steel trestle piers, 

3® Bridge Bo. 15, the Condado Bridge, crosses the gorge of the 
Rio Agabama at one of its deepest points (PQ 246279, 1:50,000 Sheet 
4281 I?), It is about 210 meters long and has five spaas (four deck 
spans each 30 meters long and one "part-through" span of 90 meters). 
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It Is of steel girder ccmstructloa and restB on five or six steel 
trestle piers. She bridge is atout 60 aieters hi^. 

C, Cuts 

Cuts are nianeroos alcnig liotb the railroad and tbe Mgtway, 
nuniberlng at least l4 along tbe railroad between Trinidad and Fonento. 
From tbe llttJ.e infoxisation that is available it seo&s that tbe 
deepest and steqpest ctzbs are found along the railroad between 
21®55*ir and 22®00*N. One vulnersble point on tbe highway is 
kUcmeters bast of 'Trinidad (PQ O9OIIB, 1:50,000 sheet i^l lU). 

It Is not a cut but a natural defile through a hogback. Tbe defile 
is narrow and although tbe sides are S30t steep they are some 60 meters 
high. 

D. Cranes 

The 1:50,000 map series indicates the existence of only nine 
cranes in the area. All of them are concentrated in the southwestern 
pazt of the tx-langle and are shown by red circles on the accompanying 
overlay. 

Bailroed Repair Shops 

Reports indicate that a small railroad repair facility is 
located in Trinidad. It is probably in the southwestern part of the 
city next to the railroad station and turning Y. Tbe railroad 
maintains a warehouse at Casilda but has no izssjor repair facilities. 
Near the station and turning Y at FOmento is a small building that 
ssay cc»3taia simple tools. 

^prosch to Vulnerable Points 

Tbe areas surrounding most of the vulnerable points are open, 
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and the poaalMllty of using natural concealjaeat in approaching the 
points is fiCLlght. The area near railroad bridge Hb. 15 is an 
exception. The left bank of the RCo Agabana in the vicinity of the 
bridge is fairly heavily wooded and possibilities of ooncealaent are 
good. Although sheet 42Bl W of the 1:50,000 series does not show 
it, fairly dense vegetation actually extends almost to the northern 
end of the bridge. 


# The fev other bridges not etentloned In this report are shown on 
the following 1:50,000 sheets: 

4231 I 
4281 II 
4281 HI 

4281 i\r 

4282 II 
4282 HI 
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